BRITISH  EMPIRE   IN  AUSTRALASIA
artisans, and are not permanent settlers ; 1,500 compose the population of the two towns, Suva and Levuka. The rest are missionaries, civil servants, planters and traders.                        . ,
The white population of the Cook Islands is only 230, of the Solomon Islands, 307, and in the Protectorate of Tonga the whites number less than 100. In the less frequented islands there are white traders keenly competing with one another, but they succumb to some extent to the influences of a warm climate and an indolent population, and some of them lose their European
A   FIGHTER   TO   THE   BACKBONE Ttos man's spears have more than once tasted enemy blood, but with all their treachery and cruelty, their cannibalism and head-Hunting, the men of Malayta, or Mala, are the bravest and the
strongest in the Solomons Photo, Douglas Rannie, " Among South Sea Cannibals "
energy, smartness, and cleanliness. They sell the cheaper form of European manufactured goods and buy native produce, principally copra, the dried husk of the coconut, for which vessels call periodically. Most of them have native wives and half-caste families, but the small European trader is gradually being ousted by Indians and Chinese. The former were introduced in very large numbers from India to work as coolies on the sugar plantations, and under the terms of their indentures they were free after five years to settle down in the country and, after ten years, to elect whether they would accept a return passage to India or make Fiji their adopted country. Not a few have done this and, though they and the native Fijians regard one another with mutual contempt and have shown no tendency to intermarry, there is no friction between them.
The Chinese have drifted into the Pacific no one knows how. They are to be found more in the islands near the Equator than in those to the southward, and wherever they settle they thrive. In the larger European settlements there is municipal government and a good system of education. The people live simply in weather-board bungalows, and there is a good deal of social life, with cricket,-football, and tennis. Since the Great War a certain number of ex-officers have found their way to the Pacific, and in Tonga have taken up leases of . small islands, where they ought to do very well, for the rich soil of the islands yields
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